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ldentifying Juvenile Birds




Ageing sequence for birds:
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Prejuvenalor postnatal) molt

Juvenileg(or juvenal) plumage typically acquired while in the nest (excgptcocialspp).
This plumage includes body, wings and tail feathers.

Held for ashort period of timec on natal/breeding grounds.

Prebasid molt

Basic (winter) plumagec typically held during first fall and winter.

Body feathers onlg wing and tail feathers are retained (for about a year).

Prealternatel molt

First Alternate (breeding) plumage (typically held until mid/late summer).

Complete molt

Basic Ibr Definitive Basi¢winter) plumage




American Robin plumages

(exampleg; not true colors)
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Definttive Basic




QLYY GdzNB € LI dzY |l 3 S

Arerm is very broad/inclusive
Masically can include every plumage from fledgling up until they become full adult
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An other birds likagullsoreaglesi KS daAYYlF GdzZNB€é¢ GSNXY YA3IK




First plumage natal down
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Indigo Bunting; new nestlings
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Juvenile plumage
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Eastern Phoebe







