
Bookstore 

The Society bookstore serves as a source for WSO- 
published materials.  For information on what’s 
available and how to place an order, visit the book-
store page of the WSO website or contact        
Bookstore Manager Don Reel at (262) 547-6128 or 
wsobookstore@hotmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Conservation Issues 

The Society monitors local, state, and national 
conservation issues involving birds and keeps the 
membership informed of significant issues.  The 
Society serves as an ornithological resource center 
for information on bird-related issues and, when 
appropriate, testifies and publicizes official 
positions.  WSO was also instrumental in starting 
the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative.  Visit  
http://www.wsobirds.org/wso_conservation.html for 
more information on WSO conservation initiatives. 
 

 
 
 

Hotline 

The Society maintains a statewide birding hotline 
that can be called any time to hear a recorded 
message of current rare and unusual bird sightings 
and to report any additional interesting sightings.  
Call (262) 784-4032. 
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The Passenger Pigeon 

The Passenger Pigeon is a quarterly journal 
featuring a wide range of articles on Wisconsin 
birds, seasonal field sightings (including Christmas, 
May, and Big Day counts), and scientific research 
reports.  Reports from birders throughout the state 
on unusual and interesting sightings and articles 
on all aspects of birding are included regularly. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Badger Birder 

The Badger Birder is an 11-issue/year  
newsletter that covers WSO events,  
field trips, and activities.  Features may 
include bookstore specials, committee 
reports, identification and birding tips, 
interesting bird sightings, and conservation 
issues. 
 

 

Books and Birding Materials 

The Society has a long history of publishing books 
and birding aids, all of which are available from the 
WSO Bookstore.  Current publications include: 
·  Wisconsin’s Favorite Bird Haunts –

comprehensive statewide coverage of birding 
hotspots 

·  The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin –  
extensive information on all of Wisconsin’s 
nesting species 

·  Wisconsin Birds – a checklist booklet with 
migration graphs 

·  Wisconsin Birds Field Checklist – tri-fold format 
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Education 

The Society provides informational and educational 
materials in the areas of ornithology,  
environment, and conservation by: 
·  maintaining a listing of significant state and  

national environmental organizations; 
·  exhibiting at various state and regional 

environmental and conservation events; 
·  producing an outstanding slide and audio     

cassette set, “Wisconsin Birds”; 
·  maintaining a Speakers Bureau listing for use 

by other organizations; 
·  establishing a special Youth Education 

Coordinator position to work with teachers,   
develop youth programs, administer youth 
grants, and provide Bird Mentor Kits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research 

WSO promotes bird research by: 
·  awarding annual grants for ornithological 

projects by both amateur birders and 
professional ornithologists; 

·  maintaining a records committee of recognized 
state birding experts to review and authenticate 
documentation of rare bird sightings in the state; 

·  documenting reported arrival and departure 
dates of migrating birds; 

·  sponsoring the annual Nicolet National Forest 
Breeding Bird Survey; 

·  administering the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
project.  For more details, visit the Atlas website 
at http://www.uwgb.edu/birds/wbba. 
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The Society was organized in 1939 “to encourage 
the study of Wisconsin birds.”  The aims have since 
expanded to emphasize all of the many enjoyable 
aspects of birding and to support the research and 
habitat protection necessary to preserve our 
Wisconsin birdlife.  Beginning with early concerns 
about DDT and wetland destruction, WSO 
continues to alert members and the public to 
situations and practices that threaten Wisconsin’s 
bird populations.  Our membership includes those 
who enjoy birds attracted to their homes by feeders 
and bird houses, those who pursue field study or 
bird banding as a hobby, and those who engage in 
ornithology professionally.  Membership exceeds 
thirteen hundred people from across the United 
States and around the world. 
 
In 1957 the Society purchased 60 acres of prairie  
chicken habitat in the Buena Vista Prairie Chicken 
Management Area in Portage County.  The land is 
now leased under WDNR management.  In 1958 
the Society started acquiring bog and woodland 
habitat in the Baraboo Hills area of Sauk County.  
This preserve, the Honey Creek Natural Area, has 
since grown to 264 acres. 

Annual Convention 

The Society holds an annual convention that typi-
cally features Thursday/Friday full-day field trips, 
local Saturday/Sunday morning field trips, paper 
sessions, workshops, exhibits, the WSO bookstore, 
and a banquet with a featured speaker.  Members 
have an opportunity to meet expert ornithologists 
and compare notes with fellow birders. 
 
Birdathon/Bandathon 

Join WSO at our Honey Creek property in Sauk 
County for a day of birding and bird banding during 
the peak of spring migration.  Walk up the Honey 
Creek valley, help bird banders with their activities, 
and take in the beauty of the area.  Rustic camping 
facilities are available and the Cox Nature Center is 
open during this event. 
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Field Trips 

The Society sponsors escorted birding field trips 
during the year to various areas of the state.  Trips 
include eagles in central Wisconsin, hawks at 
Harrington Beach State Park, waterfowl and gulls 
along the Lake Michigan shore, the annual 
“Jaegerfest” weekend at Wisconsin Point, and 
spring migrating birds at the WSO Honey Creek 
Natural Area.  WSO occasionally co-sponsors 
escorted field trips to outstanding birding locations 
outside the state.  Check the WSO website for a 
complete field trip schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honey Creek 

The Honey Creek Natural Area in the Baraboo Hills 
area of Sauk County is a 264-acre preserve with 
trails, a picnic area, rustic camping facilities, and 
the Cox Nature Center with local geology and 
habitat exhibits.  All members are welcome to visit 
Honey Creek to view and enjoy the area’s rich bird, 
animal, and plant life, and many geologic features.   

Directions: The Honey Creek Natural Area can be 
reached by traveling west out of Prairie du Sac on 
Hwy PF approximately 15 miles to Skyview Dr. 
(Lins Rd. on older maps).  Go left about 3/4 mile to 
Alder Dr. and turn left to the Cox Nature Center. Printed on paper containing 100% recycled waste 

TRSchultz 


