
Importance of Providing Additional 
Information on Priority Species in WBBA II 

 

Documenting Priority Birds through Atlas Priority 
Species Forms and eBird Comments  
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Objectives: 

• What are the Priority Species 

• When and How to Add these Data 

• Why do we need Additional Documentation 

• What is the Natural Heritage Inventory 

• Why do we need Precise Location Data 

• Importance of Habitat Data 

• Answer Your Questions About the Process??? 



What are the Priority Species? 



What are the Priority Species? 
Level 1 species:  For all breeding season sightings, include (a) exact location, (b) habitat code and 
(c) habitat description in eBird species-level comments. Page 22 in Atlas Handbook 

 

 
• Ruby-crowned Kinglet  

• Golden-winged Warbler 

• Connecticut Warbler 

• Hooded Warbler 

• Henslow's Sparrow 

• Common Nighthawk  

 

• Sharp-tailed Grouse  

• Least Bittern  

• Black-crowned Night-Heron  

• American Bittern (Comments only necessary if Probable/Confirmed)  

• Red-shouldered Hawk (Comments only necessary if 

Probable/Confirmed)  

• Purple Martin (Comments only necessary at a nest site) 

 



What are the Priority Species? 

Level 2 species:   

If Probable or Confirmed, fill out a Priority Species Information Form.  

 

 

When only Observed or Possible during breeding season, simply provide (a) exact 
location, (b) habitat code and (c) habitat description in eBird species-level 
comments. 

http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm


What are the Priority Species? 

Level 2 species:  Some Examples (Full List starts on pg. 23 of Handbook): 
 

• Spruce Grouse, Upland Sandpiper, Bell’s Vireo, Cerulean Warbler (THR) 

 

• Loggerhead Shrike, Yellow-throated Warbler,  Common Tern (END) 

 

• Piping Plover, Kirtland’s Warbler, Whooping Crane (Federally Listed; Always 
hide in eBird during breeding season; see HIDING SENSITIVE SPECIES) 

 



What are the Priority Species? 

Level 2 species Continued: 
 

• Bufflehead, Yellow-breasted Chat, Nelson’s Sparrow (<5 known nesting locations in WI) 

 

• Tennessee Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler – are they actually breeding 
in WI? 

 

• Great Tit, European Goldfinch  

      (Newly breeding in WI; non-native) 



What are the Priority Species? 
Level 3 species:  Fill out a WSO Rare Bird Documentation Form. If 
Probable or Confirmed, fill out a Priority Species Information Form.  

Three Species: 

• Yellow-crowned Night-heron 

• Yellow Rail 

• King Rail 
 

**These are separate because they are on the WSO Review List 
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King Rail 

http://wsobirds.org/rare-bird-documentation
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm


How to Add These Data? 

 Priority Species Form: 
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm 

 Where is the Habitat Information 

• Atlas Handbook – page 15 

• Quick Reference Guide 

 Identifying Lat/Longs 

• Use the map tool on Page 2 of the Priority Species 

Form 

http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm


Objectives: 

• What are the Priority Species 

• When and How to Add these Data 

• Why do we need Additional Documentation 

• What is the Natural Heritage Inventory 

• Why do we need Precise Location Data 

• Importance of Habitat Data 

• Answer Your Questions 



Why do we Need Additional Documentation? 

 Ensure high data quality for WBBAII – Confirm Records of Uncommon or 
Rare Species 

 Provide useful information for Species and Property Management     

 Information on Habitat Use for Priority Species 

 
 Assist the WDNR Natural 

Heritage Inventory Map 
and Track Priority 
Species  



Natural Heritage Inventory Database 

• Established in 1985 (Wis Stats. 23.27)  

• Housed in Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation 

(formerly Endangered Resources) 

• Tracks rare species and high-quality natural 

communities 

•Standardized information is maintained in a centralized 

database with precise locations 

•Information used to further the protection and 

management of rare species 
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Uses of NHI Data 

 Environmental Review 

 Utility, Road, Construction Projects 

 Conservation Planning 

 Land Trusts, NGO’s, Local Gov’t 

 Land Management Plans 

 Timber Harvest 

 Rx Burns 

 Status Assessments 

 State ESA 

 SGCN 

 Master Planning 
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Draft Master Plan for Lower Wisconsin State Riverway – Wauzeka Unit 
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Habitat Data 
 Helps Coordinators Confirm Species ID 

 Only Priority Species get Habitat Codes 

 Major change from WBBA I 

 Provides Habitat and Life History Information - still lacking for some 

Priority Species 

 Aids Property Managers 

trying to create more 

habitat for Rare Bird 

Species 



Provide Information on Bird Habitat 
Preferences 
• By Providing Habitat Information during the Atlas you can help us Answer Questions like: 

• Does the Golden-winged Warbler have a Preference for Young Forest or Shrub 

Wetlands? 

• Are CONW using only Older Jack Pine stands in Wisconsin or Lowland Conifers? 
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Things to Consider: 

• We don’t need you to provide a precise 
location/habitat or fill out a Priority Species Form 
for every return visit or subsequent years – Just 
Once! 

• If you have a large local population – Provide one 
point for the core of the population ONLY 

• Atlas I did not have Priority Species or Precise 
Locations – Rare Species data to Block Level 
could NOT be used for NHI purposes 

 



Questions??? 


