Importance of Providing Additional
Information on Priority Species in WBBA I
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Documenting Priority Birds through Atlas Priority
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Objectives:

What are the Priority Species
When and How to Add these Data

Why do we need Additional Documentation

What is the Natural Heritage Inventory
Why do we need Precise Location Data

Importance of Habitat Data

Answer Your Questions About the Process???



What are the Priority Species?

Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas |l Quick Reference Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas Il Quick Reference

HABITAT CODES
O: OPEN

REQUIRED INFO FOR ALL SURVEYS
ATLAS BLOCK NAME
LOCATION WITHIN BLOCK

F: FOREST S: SHRUB/SAVANNA

FU: Upland forest - Upland open 5U: Upland shrub 5L: Lowland shrub
FUH: Upland hardwaed OUA: Agricultura SUH: Upland hardweod SLH: Lowland hardweod
FUHa aspen cuAa alfalfa SUHC cutover/bur SLHC

DATE
SURVEY MILES

START/END TIME

TRAVEL EFFORT BETWEEN HOME AND BLOCK (MILES, TIME)

Separate property-specific checklists within a block are strongly encouraged.

INFO FOR ALL OBSERVATIONS

SPECIES | COUNT| HIGHEST BREEDING CODE | NOTE(S)

BREEDING CODES

mrzZznNn-H4O9ZY

OBSERVED
Observed (enter in eBird, no code required)
Flyover
POSSIBLE
In appropriate Habitat
Singing male (excluding migrants)
PROBABLE
Singing male heard 7+ days apart
Multiple (7+) singing males
Pair in suitable habitat
Territory defense
Courtship display/copulation
Visiting probable Nest site
Agitated behavior
Woodpecker/wren nest Building/cavity excavation
CONFIRMED
Physiological Evidence/brood patch
Carrying Nest material
Nest Building (except woodpeckers & wrens)
Distraction Display
Used Nest (use with caution)
Occupied Nest
Recently FLedged young
Carrying Food
Feeding Young
Carrying Fecal Sac
Nest w/Eggs
Nest w/Young

FUHM maple
FUHo ocak
FUHp plantation
FUC: Upland conifer
Fuch ne
Fucp
FUCs
FUCsip) u
FUM: Upland mixed
FUMh ne
FUMp
FUMS
FUMS{p)

FL: Lowland ferest
FLH: Lowland hardwood
FLHR northern
FLHs southern

FLC: Lowland conifer
FLCC cadar
FLCs /
FLM: Lowiand miced
FLMc cadar
FLMs

ouAg grass/mix hay
DUAC
ouAp
oUAr
oUAs
oUAx
OUN: Native
OUU: Uncropped
OL: Lowland open
OLA: Agricultura
oLAa alfalfa
oLag grass/mix hay
oLz cultivated
olap pasture
OLAT
oLAs
oLAx

OLN: Native

OLNm mezadow
OLND bog
OLU: uncropped
OLW: Water/wetland
oLwm marsh
oLwl zhe

T TRVEr/STeaM

SUHh

SUHN

SUHa

SUHp

SuC: upland conifer
suce

such

suen

sueo ald
sucp plantztion
SUM: Upland mixed
SUMC cutover/bur
SUMR he

SUMn natura
SUMo oldfield
SUMp plantation

suHh sdge
suHn naturz
SLHo oldfield
5LC: Lowiand conifer
sLce

sich

sLen =
sLCo oldfie
SUM: Lowtand mised
SLMc

sumh

sLMn

SLMo

U: URBAN/RURAL

Uu: urban

uuc commet
UUR residentiz

4

Spe

cies Requiring Additional Information

Acadian Flycather?
American Bittern**
American Wigeon?
Bay-breasted Warbler®
Bell's Vireo?

Black Tern?

Black-cr. Night-Heron®
Black-necked Stilt=®
Boreal Chickadee!
Bufflehead?

Carolina Wren?
Caspian Tern?

Cattle Egret®
Cerulean Warbler?
Common Goldeneye®
Commaon Nighthawk’
Common Tern®

Connecticut Warbler!
Eared Grebe?
European Goldfinch®
Forster's Tern?
Golden-wg. Warbler!
G. Black-backed Gull?
Great Egret®

Great Tit*

Gr. Pairie-Chicken?
Henslow's Sparrow!
Hooded Warbler'
Horned Grabe?
Kentucky Warbler?
King Rail®

Kirtland's Warblert
Lark Sparrow*

Le Conte's Sparrow’

Least Bittern?
Loggerhead Shrike?
Long-eared Owl*
Nelson's Sparrow®
Northern Bobwhite!
Northern Goshawk't
Northern Pintail*
Olive-sided Flycatcher'
Peregrine Fa con*®
Philadelphia Virea?
Piping Plover2t

purple Martin'®
Red-necked Grebe?
Red-shouldered Hawk"*
Ruby-crowned Kinglet!
Sharp-tailed Grouse!
Short-eared Owl®

Snowy Egret?

Spruce Grouse?
Swainson's Thrush?
Tennesses Warbler?
Upland Sandpiper?
Western Meadowlark?
Western Grebe?
Whooping Cranet
Wilson's Phalarope?
Wilson's Warbler2
Worm-eating Warbler®
Yellow Rail®
Yellow-breasted Chat?
Yel.-cr. Night-Heron®
Yel.-headed Blackbird®
Yel -throated Warbler?

*For all breeding se

g 5eason sightings, include exact location (lat/long preferred) & habitat description in eBird.
*For probable/confirmed breeding, fill out a Priority Species Info Form. For observed/possible breeding, include exact
location & habitat description in eBird.
#Fill out @ WSO Rare Bird Documentation Form. If probable/confirmed breeding, also fill out  Priority Species Info Form.

A
Comments only necassary

probable/confirmed breeding,

“No comments necessary at Horicon Marsh

“Comments only necessary at 2 natural nest site (i.e. not on a building).

“Comments on Iy necessary ata nest site.
tHide in eBird during breeding season.

Species not listed here or on Block Summary Card require Priority Species Information Form. Check W50 Review List as they

may also require 2 W30 Rare Bird Documentation Form.

wsobirds.org/atlas 4/30/2015




What are the Priority Species?

Level 1 species: For all breeding season sightings, include (a) exact location, (b) habitat code and
(c) habitat description in eBird species-level comments. Page 22 in Atlas Handbook

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Sharp-tailed Grouse

Golden-winged Warbler Least Bittern
Connecticut Warbler » Black-crowned Night-Heron
Hooded Warbler » American Bittern (Comments only necessary if Probable/Confirmed)

* Red-shouldered Hawk (Comments only necessary if
Probable/Confirmed)

» Purple Martin (Comments only necessary at a nest site)

Henslow's Sparrow

Common Nighthawk

1 Olive-sided Flycatcher

Details: 46.15221, -91.05411 Lowland black spruce swamp, full of stunted live black spruce (1-3 feet tall) and a

"vest" contrasting with vertical white patch on chest. Repeatedly singing "quick-three-beers" atop snags.

Add data . Age & Sex Breeding Code Oiled Birds

This bird is rare for this date & location, please add comments and check 'Complete’ Why? n Complete




What are the Priority Species?

|_evel 2 species:

If Probable or Confirmed, fill out a Priority Species Information Form.

When only Observed or Possible during breeding season, simply provide (a) exact
location, (b) habitat code and (c) habitat description in eBird species-level

comments.

1 Olive-sided Flycatcher

Details: 46.15221, -91.05411 Lowland black spruce swamp, full of stunted live black spruce (1-3 feet tall) and a

"vest" contrasting with vertical white patch on chest. Repeatedly singing "quick-three-beers" atop snags.

Add data . Age & Sex Breeding Code Oiled Birds

This bird is rare for this date & location, please add comments and check 'Complete’ Why? n Complete



http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm

What are the Priority Species?

L_evel 2 species: Some Examples (Full List starts on pg. 23 of Handbook):

Spruce Grouse, Upland Sandpiper, Bell’s Vireo, Cerulean Warbler (THR)

Loggerhead Shrike, Yellow-throated \Warbler, Common Tern (END)

Piping Plover, Kirtland’s Warbler, Whooping Crane (Federally Listed; Always
hide in eBird during breeding season; see HIDING SENSITIVE SPECIES)




What are the Priority Species?

_evel 2 species Continued:

Bufflehead, Yellow-breasted Chat, Nelson’s Sparrow (<5 known nesting locations in WI)

Tennessee Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler — are they actually breeding
in WI? ‘

Great Tit, European Goldfinch
(Newly breeding in WI; non-native)




What are the Priority Species?

|_evel 3 species: Fill out a WSO Rare Bird Documentation Form. If
Probable or Confirmed, fill out a Priority Species Information Form.

Three Species:

Yellow-crowned Night-heron
Yellow Rail
King Rail

**These are separate because they are on the WSO Review List



http://wsobirds.org/rare-bird-documentation
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm

How to Add These Data?

+ Priority Species Form:
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/Inl_locate.cfm

+ Where Is the Habitat Information
Atlas Handbook — page 15

Quick Reference Guide

+ ldentifying Lat/Longs

Use the map tool on Page 2 of the Priority Species
Form


http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm
http://wiatri.net/nhi/birds/In1_locate.cfm

Objectives:

Why do we need Additional Documentation

What is the Natural Heritage Inventory
Why do we need Precise Location Data



Why do we Need Additional Documentation?

+ Ensure high data quality for WBBAII — Confirm Records of Uncommon or
Rare Species

+ Provide useful information for Species and Property Management

+ Information on Habitat Use for Priority Species

+ Assist the WDNR Natural
Heritage Inventory Map
and Track Priority
Species




Natural Heritage Inventory Database

» Established in 1985 (Wis Stats. 23.27)

» Housed in Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation
(formerly Endangered Resources)

* Tracks rare species and high-quality natural
communities

«Standardized information is maintained in a centralized
database with precise locations ‘

Information used to further the protection and
management of rare species




WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NHI Portal

Uses Of NHI Data #EST. . The Gateway to Wisconsin's

wWelcome Welcome to the Natural Heritage
Portal Main Page Inventory (NHI) Portal

Go To TUTORIALS The mission of the Department of Natural Resources includes
protecting Wisconsin's ecosystems that sustain all life - in other
words, protecting biodiversity. It is from this context that one

’ E nVi ro n m e n tal R eVi eW iodiver should approach the protection and conservation of endangered

resources and their habitats
Resources

- I - d - - 5 - NHI Data provides site-specific information for rare species and
= natural communities. To be most effective, the user must set the
Utl Ityl Roa ) ConStrUCtlon PrOJeCtS = data within the context of the Department’s Ecosystem
2 Management Decision-Making Process. All users should

familiarize themselves with the Biodiversity Resources and NHI
Data Information topics in the sidebar before entering the NHI Data

+ Conservation Planning e

The NHI Portal is currently available to DNR staff only and is the
Endangered Resource Program's official method of delivering NHI
data for NHI Screening. For generalized NHI data available to the

Land Trusts NGO ke S Local GOV ,t l B : public, go to the NHI On-Line Database - it is intended for
2 p information and general planning purposes rather than regulator
Search NHI decision-making.
Data by:
zEloment - For more information or questions, please contact the Wisconsin

+ Land Management Plans Gty | ExtangeedResoucesPogam 1

This portal was made possible through the funding by the
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program and the National

Timber Harvest Sersey » :

Rx Burns |
» Status Assessments =

State ESA

SGCN

+ Master Planning

- : Julie Bleser
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Objectives:

. Importance of Habitat Data



Habitat Data

+ Helps Coordinators Confirm Species ID

+ Only Priority Species get Habitat Codes
Major change from WBBA |

Provides Habitat and Life Hlstory Information - st|II Iacklng for some
Priority Species R T |

Aids Property Managers , ¥ R
trying to create more N ”
habitat for Rare Bird ot
Species wn %



Provide Information on Bird Habitat
Preferences

» By Providing Habitat Information during the Atlas you can help us Answer Questions like:
» Does the Golden-winged Warbler have a Preference for Young Forest or Shrub
Wetlands?
« Are CONW using only Older Jack Pine stands in Wisconsin or Lowland Conifers?

7

Open: Uncropped, 2. Shrub: Lowland
~Mixed, 9 _-Shrub: Upland Mixed,

Forest: Upland
Hardwood, 48

Forest: Lowland

hardwood, 8
Forest: Upland
Mixed, 12
Forest: Lowland _—

conifer, 2

Shrub: Lowland
Hardwood, 76



Things to Consider:

. We don’t need you to provide a precise
location/habitat or fill out a Priority Species Form
for every return visit or subseguent years — Just
Once!

. If you have a large local population — Provide one
point for the core of the population ONLY

. Atlas | did not have Priority Species or Precise
| ocations — Rare Species data to Block Level
could NOT be used for NHI purposes



Questions???

Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas Il Quick Reference

Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas Il Quick Reference

REQUIRED INFO FOR ALL SURVEYS

DATE
SURVEY MILES
TRAVEL EFFORT BETWEEN HOME AND BLOCK [MILES, TIME)

START/END TIME

ATLAS BLOCK NAME
LOCATION WITHIN BLOCK

Separate property-specific checklists within a block are strongly encouraged.

INFO FOR ALL OBSERVATIONS

SPECIES | COUNT| HIGHEST BREEDING CODE | NOTE(S)

BREEDING CODES

OBSERVED
Observed (enter in eBird, no code required)
Flyover
POSSIBLE
In appropriate Habitat
Singing male (excluding migrants)
PROBABLE
Singing male heard 7+ days apart
Multiple (7+) singing males
Pair in suitable habitat
Territory defense
Courtship display/copulation
Visiting probable Nest site
Agitated behavior
Woodpecker/wren nest Building/cavity excavation
CONFIRMED
Physiological Evidence/brood patch
Carrying Nest material
Nest Building (except woodpeckers & wrens)
Distraction Display
Used Nest (use with caution)
Occupied Nest
Recently FLedged young
Carrying Food
Feeding Young
Carrying Fecal Sac
Nest w/Eggs
Nest w/Young

@mrzZznNn—-d49vZY

HABITAT CODES

F: FOREST

O: OPEN

S: SHRUB/SAVANNA

Fu: Upland forest

©u: Upland open

FUH: Upland hardwood
FUHa a5
FUHm maole
FUH oak

FUC: Upland conifer
FuCh hemiock
Fucp ping

FUM: Upland mixed

FUMp pin:

FLH: Lowland hardwood
FLHN
FLHs

FLC: Lowland conifer
FLCC cadar
FLCs spree),
FLM: Lowland miced
FLMc cadar
FLMs spruce

FUHp plantztion

FuCs spruce-fir
FuCsip) spruce plantn

FUMR hemlock-hardw
FUMs spruce-fir-

FUMs(p) spruce pint/hw | OLac
EL: Lowiand forest

QUA: Agriculture
ousa

ousg

OUAC

ousp

ouAr

OuAs

oUuAx

OUN: Native
ouU: Uncropped

OL: Lowland open

OL&: Agriculzure

od DLAz alfalfa

oLag grass/mix hay
cultivated
oLAp pasture

oLAT ran

OLAs

OLAx

OLN- Native

oLNm mezdow

fmmarzck | OLNB bog

©OLU: Uncropped

OLW: Water/wetland
oLWm marsh

ol ke

OLWr river/sraam

SU: Upland shrub
SUH: Upland hardwood
SUHE m
SUkHR
SUHn
SUHo oldfield
SUHp plantztion
suc: upland conifer
suee
such
sucn
suco oldfield
sucp plantztion
SUM: Upland miced
SUMe cutover/burn
sunMh
SUMn
SUMo oldfield
SUMp plantation

5L: Lowiand shrub
SLH: Lowiand hardi
SLHC cutow
stih hedge
SLHn natura
SLHo cldfield
5LC: Lowland conifer
sLee cutover/burn
sich nadge
sLen natura
sico oldfield
SLM: Lowland mixed
SLMc
SLMh
SLMn
SLMg

U: URBAN/RURAL

Uu: Urban

Species Requiring Additional Information

Acadian Flycather=
American Bittern®®
American Wigeon?
Bay-breastad Warbler?
Bell's Vireo?

Black Tern®

Black-cr. Night-Heron®
Black-neckad stilt*
Boreal Chickadee?
Bufflehead?

Carolina Wren?
Caspian Tern?

Cattle Egret®
Cerulean Warbler?
Common Goldeneye®
Common Nighthawk?
Common Tern?

Connacticut Warbler
Eared Grebe?
European Goldfinch®
Forster's Tern?
Golden-wg. Warbler!
G. Black-backed Gull?
Great Egret®

Great Tit*

Gr. Pairie-Chicken?
Henslow's Sparrow’
Hooded Warbler'
Horned Grebe*
Kentucky Warbler?
King Rail*

Kirtland's Warbler2t
Lark Sparrow®

Le Conte's Sparrow!

Least Bittern'
Loggerhead Shrike?
Long-eared Owl*
Nelson's Sparrow?
Northern Bobwhite!
Northern Goshawk't
Morthern Pintail?
Olive-sided Flycatchar
Peregrine Fa con=®
Philadelphia Vireo®
Piping Plover2t

Purple Martin®
Red-necked Grabe?
Red-shouldered Hawk"*
Ruby-crowned Kinglet!
Sharp-tailed Grouse!
Short-eared Owl*

Snowy Egrat?

Spruce Grouse®
Swainson's Thrush?
Tennessee Warbler®
Upland Sandpiper?
Western Maadowlark®
Westarn Grebe?
Whooping Cranezt
Wilson's Phalarope®
Wilson's Warbler®
Worm-eating Warbler?
Yellow Rail?
Yellow-breasted Chat?
‘el -cr. Night-Heron®
‘el -headed Blackbird®
‘el -throated Warbler?

wsobirds.org/atlas

4/30/2015

For all breeding season sightings, include exact location (lat/long preferred) & habitat description in eBird.

2For probable/confirmed breeding, fill out a Priority Species Info Form. For observed/possible breeding, include exact
location & habitat description in eBird
#Fill out a W50 Rare Bird Documentation Form. If probable/confirmed breeding, also fill out a Priority Species Info Form

AEZ|:|rn"ren:5 only necessary if probable/confirmed breeding.

“Mo comments necessary at Horicon Marsh
“Comments only necessary at @ natural nest site (i.e. not on a building)

“Comments only necessary at a nest site.
tHide in eBird during breeding season.

Species not listed here or on Block Summary Card require Priority Species Information Form. Check WS0 Review List as they

may also require a W50 Rare Bird Documentation Form




