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Exciting Results from Season 

One of WBBA II 



Results to date 

• 800 observers 

• surveyed 3,300 atlas blocks 

• some data in 68% of priority blocks 

• submitted 28,500 checklists 

• documenting 1.8 million birds 

 

  



Season 1 results 

In just 1 year, we are already approaching the species 

totals of the first atlas (1995–2000) 
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Season 1 results 

We have already gathered more data  

than the first atlas* 

  

WBBA I WBBA II

Breeding records 

172,096 
173,866 



9 species not confirmed during WBBA I 

 

Bufflehead 

Canvasback 

White-eyed Vireo 

Yellow-throated Warbler 

Whooping Crane 

Kirtland’s Warbler 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

Great Tit 

European Goldfinch 



Top 10 most confirmed 
 



Bufflehead (Atlas I: 0 blocks) Matt Berg 

Canvasback (0) Tom Ziebell 

Northern Bobwhite (30) Mike Mossman 

Cattle Egret (3) Stuart Malcolm/Ross Mueller 

Wilson’s Phalarope (7) Bob Domagalski 

Long-eared Owl (5) Kyle Lindemer/Dale Bonk 

Northern Saw-whet Owl (18) Robin Squier 

Eastern Whip-poor-will (19) Carol Jaksic 

Black-backed Woodpecker (12) Bob Spahn 

 

Only confirmed in 1 block so far 
 

Kyle Lindemer 



Olive-sided Flycatcher (15) Nathan Martineau/Sarah Toner 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (30) Skye Haas 

White-eyed Vireo (0) Aaron Holschbach 

Boreal Chickadee (14) Brian Boldt 

Northern Mockingbird (6) Janine Polk et al. 

Connecticut Warbler (15) Brian Collins/Matt Berg 

Kentucky Warbler (7) Aaron Holschbach 

Yellow-throated Warbler (0) Shawn Miller 

  

Only confirmed in 1 block so far 

Anne Geraghty 



Confirmed during WBBA I but not II 
 

Swainson’s Thrush (11 WBBA I) 6 blocks Possible in 2015 

Le Conte’s Sparrow (11) 3 Probable 

American Wigeon (7) 2 Probable 

White-winged Crossbill (7) 3 Possible 

Yellow-breasted Chat (6) 2 Probable 

 

 



Confirmed twice in WBBA I but not II 
 
Northern Pintail (2) 1 Probable 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (2) 2 Observed 

Yellow Rail (2) 3 Possible 

Barn Owl (2) No breeding season reports 

Philadelphia Vireo (2) 2 Probable 

Worm-eating Warbler (2) 1 Probable 

Nelson’s Sparrow (2) 2 Possible 

 

 



Confirmed once in WBBA I but not II 
 
Lesser Scaup (1) 4 Possible 

Horned Grebe (1) Many Observed, no Possible  

Western Grebe (1) 2 Observed 

Snowy Egret (1) 1 Observed 

Great Black-backed Gull (1) 7 Observed 

Great Gray Owl (1) 1 Possible 

Western Kingbird (1) 1 Observed 

Rusty Blackbird (1) No breeding season reports 

 



Not confirmed during WBBA I but  

have bred in WI  
 
King Rail – 1 Possible in 2015 

Wilson’s Warbler – 2 Possible in 2015 

Tennessee Warbler – 2 Possible in 2015 

  

 

 

 

 

Rick Vant Hoff 



Never confirmed breeding in WI 
 

Mississippi Kite  

Juvenile found in Janesville  

in late August. Near Rockford IL 

nest site. Is it a WI bird?  

Not reported in WBBA I. 

 

Diane Moller/Hoo’s Woods Raptor Center 



Never confirmed breeding in WI 
 

Laughing Gull 

A pair was present in 

Manitowoc during late 

May and June. Then in 

July a juvenile is seen. But 

is it a local bird? 

Not reported in WBBA I. 

 Jay Watson 



Never confirmed breeding in WI 
 

Prairie Warbler 

Two different 

individuals singing 

through May and 

June In Kettle 

Moraine State 

Forest.  

Probable at 5 

locations during 

WBBA I. 

 

Joel Trick 



Never confirmed breeding in WI 
 

Chuck-will’s-widow 

One bird singing 

persistently in May 

and June in Jefferson 

County. 

Not reported in 

WBBA I. 

Dick Daniels 



Never confirmed breeding in WI 
 
Swainson’s Hawk – nests in MN in county W of Pierce 

Black-billed Magpie – nests in MN in county N of Douglas 

Bay-breasted Warbler – nests in northern MN, MI  

American Three-toed Woodpecker – nests in northern MN 

Solitary Sandpiper – nests in northern MN 

Boreal Owl – nests in northern MN  

White-faced Ibis – IA nest record; juv. seen August 2014 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow – nests in IA, IL 

Great-tailed Grackle – nests in IA, approaching Grant 

Summer Tanager – has nested in IA 

Little Blue Heron – has nested, Chicago area 

Black Rail – the holy grail! 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 





Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 WBBA I 

No records 

 

  

WBBA II 

 

  



Ron Howard 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 WBBA I 

No records 

 

  

WBBA II 

 

  



Kevin DeBoer 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
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Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
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Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
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WBBA II 

 

  



Tom Prestby 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 WBBA I 

 

  

WBBA II 

 

  



Ron Howard 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 WBBA I 

 

  

WBBA II 

 

  



Tom Prestby 



Map Quiz – Change between Atlases 
 WBBA I 

 

  

WBBA II 

 

  





Breeding Chronology 
 



Long  

breeding season 

 



Short  

breeding season 

 



Error  

checking 

 



What codes are 

used for 

confirmation? 

 



When are birds 

out of the nest? 

(avoid haying) 

 



Information on Priority Species 
 



Information on Priority Species 
 

Ryan Brady 

Golden-winged Warbler 

• 599 reports at 383 

eBird locations 

• 191 exact locations 

• 213 reports with 

habitat info 
 

 

 



Information on Priority Species 
 

Ryan Brady 



HABITAT RELATIONSHIPS … the potential 



Atlas Checklists 
Submitted in 2015 



Black = 20+ hours of effort 
Blue = 1 – 20 hours 
White = No effort 

Year One – 2015 
Survey Effort 



Big Gaps to Fill 



The success of this project will 
hinge on filling these gaps and 
achieving “complete” survey 

coverage of all 1,130 priority blocks 
and 153 specialty blocks by the 

end of 2019. 



Helping to fill the gaps 
 Focus activity on a priority block 

 Take no more than 1-2 years to complete block 

 Choose a new block before other is finished 

Venture away from home to areas of high need 

 Recruit a friend! 

 



Field Trips:  http://wsobirds.org/atlas-events 

http://wsobirds.org/atlas-events
http://wsobirds.org/atlas-events
http://wsobirds.org/atlas-events




Hired Field 
Technicians 

…Going where no 
one else will go… 

 



 To begin in 2016 
 

 Mostly done by 
professional staff 
 

 Unlike WBBAI, 
model abundance 
for 100+ species 
 

 Population size, 
density maps 

 

 Statewide, 5 pts in 
50% of all blocks 
(15,000+ points) 

 

POINT COUNTS 

Ohio BBA2 


