History of the Breeding Bird
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History of the Breeding Bird Atlas
in Wisconsin

October 1993 WSO Board endorsed Atlas idea

Winter 1993-94 ad hoc committee formed

Carl Hayssen minutes:

“Do we want to do this? Do we have the resources to do it right?”

“Cost is high as a permanent staff is needed with an office and
expensive computer equipment.”

“Over half the states are doing it or have done it.”

“The public participants got a great education.”

“Tom Schultz and Jim Frank are in favor of it.”

“Noel agrees but the project will need backing of the DNR.”

“Sam doesn’t think we have to spend so much.”

“Bob moved, seconded by Becky Isenring that WSO endorse the
idea of a Wisconsin Bird Atlasing Project.”

Alex F. Kailin .
. 8 “Motion passed.” Noel Cutright
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In Wisconsin

* May 1994
* Summer 1994
e October 1994

Jeff Baughman
Brian Boldt
Susanne Brown
Noel Cutright
Barb Duerkson
David Flaspohler
Jim Frank

Atlas project announced at WSO Convention

Steering committee began planning

WSO allocated $7,500 to Atlas

Karen Etter Hale
Bettie Harriman
Randy Hoffman
Bob Howe

Becky Isenring
Alex Kailing
Sumner Matteson

Mike Mossman
Sam Robbins
Robert Rolley
Dave Sample
Tom Schultz
Daryl Tessen
Bill Volkert
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e January 1995 Bettie Harriman agreed to be Atlas Director

Carl Hayssen minutes:

“Through Daryl’s initiative, all 27 regional coordinators have been lined up.”
“Noel has written instruction handbook and is conducting workshops..”

“Committee has submited grant proposal to National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.”

“Mike Mossman has produced an extensive habitat code system.”

“Jim Frank has put together the verified breeding records.”
“Karen Etter Hale has been working on Atlas brochures, decals, t-shirts, stationery, etc.”
“Tom Schultz did the art work”

“The owner of Chickadee Depot west of Madison has donated $1000 and asked that he
is able to adopt the 2 chickadees. Wish granted.”

“In all the Atlas is off and running and enthusiasm is high...”
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* Fall 1995 Data management center established at UW-Green Bay
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* Fall 1995 Data management center established at UW-Green Bay

27 Regional Coordinators
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FIG, 1: Numbers of Atlas records by year, where a record s
defined as the fist evidence of hreeding or an upgrade n
status in @ given Atles block
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In Wisconsin

Field Work

1995-2000

TABLE 1: Numbers of Submm;d Field Cardg-/(-Zasuﬂ
Observation Forms by Year

Year Casual Form Field Card Total
1995 395 663 1058
1996 305 546 851
1997 352 713 1065
1998 306 694 1000
1999 442 748 1190
2000 267 176 443
Totals 2067 3540 5607
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172,096 records accepted

Number of Cards
1-4

10,281 records eliminated

1,602 observers

68,898 hours

3,540 field cards

> 1/3 records by 64 observers

> 2/3 records by 200 observers

inck-throstes Bl Wagiar - GFs
ol next with young 3 ] wet
gounesy Lynn Sohimincis

226 confirmed breeding species
229 breeding species in Robbins (1991)



History of the Breeding Bird Atlas
in Wisconsin

Revenue (2000): $343,940 Expenses (2000): $290,000
WDNR  ($150,000) e e SRS S i * Field workers (~ $150,000)
NFWF (S 25,000) s _ « Data management center
Sponsors (S >100,000) oy . * Coordination

Individual donations oo 7 : * Printing, supplies, etc.
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ATLAS of the
Breeding Birds
of Wisconsin

Book published Design by San Serif, Inc.

in 2006 Printed by Worzalla Publishing

NOEL J. CUTRIGHT
BETTIE R. HARRIMAN
ROBERT W, HOwWl




Breeding Bird Atlas in
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FIG. 1%; Seasonal distribution of confirmed nesting records
for bird species recorded Detween 1995 and 2000 Onty
records for Birds otcupying a nest (ON), nest with egos (NE)
or nest with young INY) are included
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FIG. 4: Correlation between total numbers of bird species re-
ported vs. numbers of probable or confirmed breeding
species by 7.5 quad. Line represents 1:1 relationship, where
all species were reported as probable or confirmed breeding.
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FIG. 3A: Total number of bird species reported in 7.5 quads,
each containing up to 6 Atlas blocks, Species of all categories
(confirmed, probable, possible, observed) are included,
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FIG. 14: Geographic distribution of federal and state listed
(rare) bird species, iIndduding Endangered and Threatened
species and Wisconsin Species of Specal Concern
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Sam’s 50 questions

Are Western, Eared, and Red-necked Grebes more frequent than records indicate?
How widespread are Black-backed and Three-toed Woodpeckers in summer?
What is the current status of Eastern Screech-Owl in Wisconsin?

How extensive is the breeding range of Wilson’s Phalarope in Wisconsin?

How does the range of Red-bellied Woodpeckers compare with that of 19517
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ATL:“\S of the
Breeding Birds
ot Wisconsin

Are King Rail, Tennessee Warbler, and Prairie Warbler gone from Wisconsin?
Has climate change affected bird distributions in Wisconsin since 20007
Are species richness patterns in Wisconsin sampling artifacts or real?

Are birders today more willing to take pictures of one another (or selfies)?



