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Five years of field work: 2015 – 2019 
 

Determine distribution, relative abundance, and 
nesting phenology of breeding birds statewide within 
a systematic framework 

 

 

 



1,175 quads 
7,050 blocks 



Red = 1,130 Priority Blocks 
Blue = 153 Specialty Blocks 
Green = as many as we can!  



 

Carolina Wren – New York 





Did not record 
actual numbers of 
birds seen in 
WBBA I 

 

Will be adding 
point counts by 
professional staff 

 

Ohio BBA2 



Species that are rare, difficult-to-detect, or otherwise of 
priority interest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Raised awareness of where, when, and how to find 

2. Suggested protocols within your block, e.g. playback 

3. Surveys utilizing customized sites and protocols 

 





 



Every visit is a checklist captured in space and time 

Includes numbers of individuals on each visit 

May also include highest breeding codes per visit 

Allows us to record data at sub-block level = increased 
locational precision = better data 

Observers can easily provide species-level comments 

Survey dates and hours automatically tabulated 

Block-level results for species, blocks, counties, etc. are 
available nearly in real-time 

All while fully integrating with your traditional eBird 
account, lists, locations, etc. 

 



 Submit separate 
checklists for different 
property ownerships 
 state parks, wildlife, & 

natural areas 
 national wildlife 

refuges 
 county forests 
 private lands 
 Important Bird Areas 

 

 Can also subdivide by 
natural features or 
habitats when 
reasonable to do so 

 

 Some species will 
require exact location of 
observation 

 



CONFIRMED 
PE     Physiological 

Evidence/brood patch 
CN    Carrying Nest material 
NB     Nest Building (except 

woodpeckers & wrens) 
DD    Distraction Display 
UN    Used Nest (use with 

caution) 
ON    Occupied Nest 
FL      Recently FLedged 

young 
CF      Carrying Food 
FY      Feeding Young 
FS      Carrying Fecal Sac 
NE     Nest with Eggs 
NY     Nest with Young 

 

PROBABLE 
S7    Singing male 7+ days apart 
M    Multiple (7+) singing males 
P     Pair in suitable habitat 
T     Territory defense 
C     Courtship display/copulation 
N     Visiting probable Nest site 
A     Agitated behavior 
B     Woodpecker/wren nest 

Building/cavity excavation 

 

OBSERVED 
__   Observed (no code) 
F     Flyover 

POSSIBLE 
H    In appropriate Habitat 
S     Singing male (no migrants) 



Will NOT record habitat for all species but rather 
focus on a suite of priority species 

The habitat classification scheme is identical to WBBA 
I and can be found online 

 

 

 



Will NOT record habitat for all species but rather focus on 
a suite of priority species 

The habitat classification scheme is identical to WBBA I 
and can be found online 

A nested arrangement beginning with four broad 
categories: 
1. FOREST:  >50% tree cover              

2. SHRUB/SAVANNA:  <50% tree cover, but with >25% total 
cover of woody vegetation (shrubs, saplings, trees) 

3. OPEN:  <25% cover of woody vegetation 

4. URBAN/RURAL:  Cities, villages, farmsteads, rural homes  

 

 

 





These priority (asterisked) species fall into 3 levels or 
categories, each requiring something slightly different 
 

Level 1 – high conservation priority (21 species) 
 Examples:  Conn. Warb., Henslow’s Sp., Yell.-head. Blackbird 
 Exact location + habitat directly in eBird comments 

 

Level 2 – high conservation priority or rare nesters (44) 
 Examples:  Red-n. Grebe, P. Plover, Wils. Phal., Yell.-thr. Warb. 
 If Obs/Poss, eBird comments as Level 1 
 If Prob/Conf, fill out separate Priority Species Information Form 

 

Level 3 – WSO Review, high priority, and rare nesters (3) 
 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, King Rail, & Yellow Rail 
 If Obs/Poss, fill out WSO Rare Bird Documentation Form 
 If Prob/Conf, fill out Priority Species Information Form 

http://wsobirds.org/submit-data




Field Checklist 

 

Quick Reference Guide 

 

Block Summary Card 












