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Birding by Habitat is one of the best 
Atlas skills to have 



Marginal “Grasslands”



Savanna Areas



Grassland Bird Strategy
• Morning is best

• Late-spring/early-summer surveys best for 
possible/probable

• Summer is best for confirmations but varies

• CN, FS best in early summer

• FY, FL, CF easier and best in mid/late summer

• Patient observing is productive

• Easier than looking for nests

• Stake out with good view of prominent perches



Floodplain forest



Brown Creeper: Under-represented

Nick Anich



Conifer Forest



Mixed Forest



Forest Bird Strategy
• Early Summer is best for possible/probable (S & S7 easiest)

• Cover ground, “troll” for songs

• Late summer is best for confirmations

• FY, FL, CF easiest

• Best in mid/late summer

• Cover all forest types in your block

• Edges & openings are often best

• Especially exposed to sun in morning

• Trails and roads form edges in deep forest 

• Follow chip notes



Early Forest Species to Target



Under-represented: Louisiana Waterthrush



Boreal Species 





Marshbird Strategy
• Different types of marshes

• Late-spring best for poss/prob

• Migrants still moving through in early May

• Early morning or late evening is best

• Playback can be very helpful

• Mid/late-summer best for confirmations

• Especially areas with openings of water

• Patient observing is productive

• This is the time to get in the boat if you want to!



Under-represented: Virginia Rail



Nocturnal Atlasing



Under-represented: Northern Saw-whet Owl 



Despite challenges, how do you 
go about finding rare species?

• Awareness of abundance, distribution, of WI birds

• Familiarize yourself with WBBA I Wisconsin Birdlife

• Birds of North America

• eBird maps and bar charts

• eBird Tutorials



Productive Planning 

• Determine which under-represented or 
secretive species are likely in your region

• Determine their favored habitats and 
determine where those habitats might 
occur in priority blocks

- Atlas interactive map

- Aerial photos



Productive Planning

• Familiarize yourself with natural 
history, vocalizations of species

• Make a plan for an expedition!
- Time of year

- Time of day

- Favored habitats

- Special strategies or methods



Questions?  Your Tips?


