
Expected Products of Wisconsin 

Breeding Bird Atlas II



Basic Outline of Products
• Book will be major 

product

• Book complemented 
by some version of 
online results

• Undecided whether 
all online results are 
within eBird or 
whether there is 
secondary online page



Raw Data Products
• All checklists in Atlas 

eBird will remain part 
of the global eBird 
Database (EBD)

• Atlas Point Count data 
archived with 
Midwest Avian Data 
Center (MWADC)

• Both are freely 
available to 
researchers



Standing on the shoulders of giants

• Excellent foundation from WBBA I

• Many excellent recent atlases from US States, 

Canada, UK



Book Chapters

Differences:

- Less info on habitat types 

and associations

- Changes between Atlas I 

and II

- Information and maps 

from Point Counts

Similarities to Atlas I:

- Intro

- Methods

- Effort

- Synthesis of Results

- Conservation 

Implications



Species Accounts• Typically includes text and graphics
• Any species with at least a Possible code
• Limited number of authors



Species Accounts• Quad level
• Displays phenology
• For sale in the back of the room!

WBBA I
Cutright et al. 2006 



Species Accounts
Canadian Atlases 
Cadman et al. 2007 – 2nd Ontario



Species Accounts3rd British Atlas
Balmer et al. 2013



Species AccountsRecent US Atlases 
Rodewald et al. 2016, 2nd Ohio Atlas



Rough draft of Species account page





We will need some great photos!
• For use in species accounts, elsewhere in 

book

• Species demonstrating breeding behaviors 

(displays, feeding young, juvenile 

plumage, nests, etc.)

• Also habitat images

• After this year’s surveying and data entry, 

take time to prep and submit images

• https://wsobirds.org/atlas-photos

• Look for more guidance next fall/winter

https://wsobirds.org/atlas-photos


The latest atlas books are beautiful

Science and rigor + “coffee table” appeal — 9” x 13” format (bigger than WBBA I)

Stewart et al. 2015, 2nd Maritimes Atlas



Online Results

Atlas I website at UWGB

- will soon shut down, archived at WSO



• Some atlases publishing

results entirely online

• Will depend on what 

eBird platform is 

capable of providing

• Want to avoid 

undercutting the book

• Ideally book and web 

will be complimentary

Online Results



Online Results

High priority 

to keep 

eBird map 

functionality



Online Results

Perhaps 

there are 

other custom 

queries that 

would be 

useful to 

online users



• Portal will be inactivated so no new data can be entered

• Major parts of Atlas II content: (eBird stories, maps, 

block summaries, your Atlas stats) will be available after 

data entry is over

• To record breeding activity in the post-Atlas world, use 

breeding codes in regular eBird 

- If a particularly unusual record, then please alert us

• Finished online eBird Atlas format still being developed 

Atlas eBird Portal



Timeline…(tentative)

2019: Data collection/entry/synthesis, 

status check

2020: Incorporate other data sets, data 

quality review, outline book and web 

content, recruit authors, gather photos

2020–2022: Writing, editing, web 

development 

2023: Finalize publication of book (Penn 

State Press) & online



QUESTIONS, 
RECOMENDATIONS?


