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4 years ago…



…the experiment begins



Year 1
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Better and more precise data



More good data = more insights



A new generation of atlases



20102016



20102016



Helping birds









Wood Thrush
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BirdReturns: 

Dynamic Land 

Conservation



1. Program Design 
• When to hold auctions? What species would benefit? 

• Select species for shorebird abundance Index

2. Determine conservation value 

Shorebird
Abundance

P( Surface Water ) Conservation Value

+ =

Reiter et al. 2015 Golet et al. 2017 in press



Season Acres
Spring              2014 11,000

Fall                   2014 6,100

Winter  2014-2015 5,000

Spring              2015 6,000

Fall                   2015 7,200

Spring 2016 6,300

Fall 2016 5,765

Spring              2017 3,900

Bird Returns Impact

• > 46K Acres habitat created
• > 175 Farmers
• Drought - Flood
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• 6K point counts
• > 50 species of waterbirds
• > 250K shorebirds



Good TRBL picture

No text – just talk

Give details on data sets
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Tricolored Blackbirds and eBird



Counts                  Trend

Banding                  Survival

Nest Surveys                  Reproduction

Integrated 
Population 
Model



34%

Tricolored Blackbird trend



The ‘Chataka’





New checklist view



eBird Mobile 2.0



Ryan’s Yard Explorer



Automatic Merlin Photo ID on upload
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“do not count on my list”
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Bird Atlas Central?



Thank you



Let’s make year 5 count

Ian Davies
ian.davies@cornell.edu


