
Final Season Kickoff:
Gearing Up for the Home Stretch!



AGENDA OVERVIEW

Saturday Morning

Saturday Afternoon



AGENDA OVERVIEW



KEYS TO SUCCESS
IN 2019

1. Sign-up for an unclaimed, incomplete 
block (30+)

2. Finish your assigned block(s)! (400+)

3. Help with nocturnal surveys

4. Assist another block owner

5. Be an “atlas ninja” by helping on short 
notice as needs arise
→ New in 2019: Mid-season checkpoints

6. Submit data after each outing

7. Communicate closely with County 
Coordinator and Atlas Central



Atlas 101 – the Speed Course!



What is a breeding bird atlas?

➢ Document bird species breeding across region

➢ Volunteers visit atlas blocks and report 
evidence of breeding



How have things changed 
since Atlas I (1995-2000)?

David Franzen

Tufted Titmouse



Can’t survey everywhere…

➢ Strength of atlas is in 
uniformity of coverage

➢ 3 mile x 3 mile blocks

➢ WBBA II will be successful if 
all priority and specialty 
blocks are completed 
between 2015–2019

Red = 1,130 Priority Blocks
Blue = 153 Specialty Blocks
Green = as many as we can! 



Atlasing vs. birding

➢ Moving more slowly, observing behaviors

➢ Assigning behaviors to breeding codes (e.g., S- Singing male, P- Pair, 
FY - Feeding Young)

➢ Classed as Possible, Probable, Confirmed



Enter data to Atlas eBird

➢ Custom portal whenever you have a 
valid breeding code

➢ We encourage full checklists but 
incidentals are valuable at times

➢ Do not submit at block level – use 
sublocations instead

➢ Observations from all sublocations 
get rounded into block summary



When is my block done?

➢ 20+ survey hours in a block over multiple visits.

➢ At least 80% of species found in block during first Atlas are detected.

➢ At least 50% of the species detected are confirmed as breeding.

➢ All habitat types within block have been visited.

➢ Surveys were completed at different times of year.

➢ At least 2 night visits have occurred. 



Resources available

➢ Website: 
wsobirds.org/atlas

➢ Important materials:
➢ Block Request Tool
➢ Maps (static & interactive)
➢ Handbook of protocols
➢ Tutorials

➢ County Coordinators

➢ Atlas Central: Nick & Ryan




